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WEST BENGAL STATE UNIVERSITY
B.A. Honours 1st semester Examination, 2018

PHIACOROI T-PHILOSOPHY (CCI)

HISTORY OF WESTERN PHILOSOPHY

Time Allotted: 2 Hours Full Marks: 50

Thefigures in the margin indicate full marks. ~ ~ "f~ ~fwrfC~ ~ <mf I
Candidates should answer in their own words ~ ~ ~ <MI'f&<f 'A,4f17/)JM "f131J
and adhere to the word limit as practicable. i5w <r4?k<r1

All symbols are of usual significance.

1.

Question No.1 and 2 are compulsory. Answer any two from the rest.

~~t~<ift~~t~~1 ~Cll-~ ~ ~~ltt'el

Answer any five questions from the following:

~C'l-~ ~ ~m~\Sg

2x5 = 10

(a) Which Philosophers are called 'The Ionians' and why?
~ ~-fH<fSC'1~ '\5I~C~l~hl' ~ ~ 1!l<1\ ~?, .

(b) Who are Sophists?

~~~?
(c) What are the characteristics of true knowledge, according to Plato?

c~~, ~Q[t~~~far~?

(d) How does Aristotle define 'matter' and 'form'?
\5IJlfMGl;aj~ '~~' \S '~' -I!l~ ~,~ MC~C~'i ?

(e) How many types of ideas are admitted by Descartes and what are they?
~"<fS\5 ~ ~'1t ~ ~ I!l<q,~far ~ ~ ?

(f) What does Spinoza mean by 'modes'?
'~1,xt' <qf 'f.t<tim' ~ ~ ~ ~ ?

(g) What is the 'Law of Sufficient Reason' as admitted by Leibnitz?

aj~~PlISi ~ '~~ m~~?

(h) What is law of contradiction according to Leibnitz?
aj~~PlCISi~ Sj\!)j<p1tc?f ~~ ~ ~ ?

(i) What is an 'attribute' according to Spinoza?

~~'~'i'~?
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(j) What is Eleatic School?

*BHf&'ll ~ ~ ~ ~ ?

5x2 = 10Answer any two questions from the following:

Pl~fa1~ <:<T-~ 1!& ~ ~ ~~
(a) Explain the Philosophical View of Anaximenes. 5

'6lJl~I\lC~C~Q1~ 11I-fH'll ~ ~ ~ I

2.

(b) What does Descartes mean by 'Criterion of Truth'? 5

~'>t\bN)Bl~' ~~ ~?

(c) Explain the distinction between the three levels of knowledge as admitted by 5
Spinoza.

~~~~~~9ft~~~1

(d) Explain Leibnitz's doctrine of 'Pre-established harmony'.

Q'j~4f.1C'Si~'~-~~' ~ ~ I

3. Briefly discuss Aristotle's objections against Plato's theory of ideas. Discuss, in
this connection Aristotle's 'Third Man' argument.

~ ~1N>\bC<i~~ ~tRl~ijCG'1~ ~~far ~~9f ~ ~ I ~~ ~ \5IJtRl~ijQ'j

~ ~~' -~ '6l1CQ'j1!j~t~ I

5

12+3

10+5

8+7

8+7

4. How does Descartes arrive at his principle "Cogito ergo sum"? Can it be regarded
as the foundation of his Philosophy? - Discuss.

~ ~ "~~~, \§f\3~~ ~~" ~~ ~ '6ltRt'lil~ ~ ? ~~roC<ll ~

~ ~ l\5fu~C9f 'it"lJ ~ ~ ? - '6l1CG'1t5~t~ I

5. How does Spinoza define 'Substance'? Explain, following Spinoza, how
substance is related to attributes.

~ ~ ~ ~~ Rc~c~~ ? ~t\Sitc'll ~"t ~ ~ '>IUlf ~"C'Bl ~

~~I

6. Explain in brief, Leibnitz's doctrine of Monads. How many types of monads are
recognised by him and how does he explain their relationship?

Q'jl~4f.1C\Si~~~I~\b'<i ~~9f '6l1CG'115~t~ I Q'j~4Pl\Si ~ ~ ~ ~ 'llC<;lC~~~~

~'61c<1~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 'llC~C~~ ?

--x--
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